
· Choose a topic you actually believe in.  Give some hard thought to your reasons for choosing the topic and consider what kind of audience you want to direct your essay to.
· Brainstorm how you will support your position and convince your reader.  Consider the tools for persuasion:  

· Examples

· Statistics

· Connected Reasons/Definitions

· Authorities
· Acknowledging the other side’s arguments
· Once you know your topic, develop a clearly stated thesis.  Your argument needs to be clear and a direct thesis statement keeps you on track.

· Once you’ve arrived at a thesis worthy of your essay, you must decide the order you will present your refutations and arguments.  This order may vary, depending on your topic.   
Organizational Options:
1. Usually, writers begin with a refutation of the anticipated counter-arguments, then state arguments from strongest to weakest.
2. Another option is to start with your second strongest argument, followed by the other arguments in descending order of strength, and then ending with your most powerful argument (2, 3, 1).

** Keep in mind that all arguments should be sound and convincing.  “Weak” arguments does not mean irrelevant or invalid.

· Finally, once you’ve written your argument go back and check to see that you have proven your points logically and fairly, without relying solely on emotion.  This does not mean that you shouldn’t write with emotion; however, the best way to sway your reader is to present a balanced, well-reasoned argument.
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